Press notes:
Exploring Farm and Rural Diversification - information evening

North Tipperary LEADER Partnership in conjunction with the New Futures will hold an information event on diversification opportunities that are available to farming and rural communities in North Tipperary. This free event is taking place on Wednesday, 19th of January 2011, at 7pm in the Abbey Court Hotel, Nenagh. 

An excellent panel of speakers including John Concannon, CEO of JFC Plastics and renowned entrepreneur, and Peter Young of the Irish Farmers Journal and co-presenter of RTE’s Higher Ground, will cover topics ranging from identifying ideas and converting them into reality. 
Closer to home, Paddy Phelan of Tipperary Energy Agency will profile green energy alternatives and the opportunities that this emerging sector presents to farm families. This speaker will be complemented by a presentation from Ben Whelan of Green Works, a Cloughjordan based education programme. Greenworks were recently awarded training grant aid under the Department of Education and Skills Labour Market Activation Fund. The Green Works group are offering training in a broad range of modules including building, energy and alternative land use. Further details can be accessed on www.green-works.ie. 
The information event will be closed by Patrick Killeen, Project Officer with North Tipperary LEADER Partnership, who will describe the funding options that are available to farming and rural communities under the Rural Development Programme. 

For further information, contact Sean Crowley, Rural Development Manager, North Tipperary LEADER Partnership at 067-56676 or Padraig Moran of the New Futures Group at 086-2357577. 
Ends.

Issued by Rónan Gleeson & Sean Crowley, North Tipperary LEADER Partnership, Town Hall, Banba Square, Nenagh. 

